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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Applicant's affirmed election of Group I invention, claims 1-16, 31-36, with 
traverse in response to Restriction Requirement is acknowledged. In view of applicants' 
argument, the Group I and II invention are rejoined. Claims 1-36 are allowed. 



Allowances 

2. Claims 1-36 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As of the date of this office action, the examiner has not located or identified any 
reference that can be used singularly or in combination with another reference including 
the closest prior art of Henley (US 2,692,854) to render the present invention 
anticipated or obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

The invention of claims 1-8, 31-32, 35 relates to a reaction and stirring 
apparatus comprising: 

a pair of impermeable supports; 
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a pair of spacer members engaging the end sections of said pair of 
impermeable supports for providing a predetermined distance between said pair of 
impermeable supports; and 

a stirrer provided within a space defined by said pair of impermeable supports 
and said pair of spacer members; wherein, 

said stirrer includes: 

a stirring axis; 

a driving source for oscillating said stirring axis; and 

a plurality of stirring blades mounted on said stirring axis. 

The invention of claims 9-76, 33-34, 36 relates to a reaction and separating 
filtration apparatus, comprising: 

a pair of impermeable supports; 

a pair of spacer members engaging the end sections of said pair of 
impermeable supports, for providing a predetermined distance between said pair of 
impermeable supports; 

a permeable membrane provided within a space defined by said pair of 
impermeable supports and said pair of spacer members; 

an outlet provided on at least one of said impermeable members, to connect 
said space with outside for letting permeated material that has permeated through said 
permeable membrane flow out; and 
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a stirrer provided within said space on the permeating object side of said 
permeable membrane; wherein, said stirrer includes: 
a stirring axis; 

a driving source for oscillating said stirring axis; and 

a plurality of stirring blades mounted on said stirring axis . 

The closest prior art Henley (Figure 1) disclose an apparatus for dialysis 
comprising a stirrer provided within a space defined by said pair of impermeable 
supports and said pair of spacer members. Further, the stirrer includes a stirring axis, a 
driving source for oscillating said stirring axis, and a plurality of stirring blades mounted 
on said stirring axis. However, Henley is silent on a driving source for oscillating the 
stirring axis. Therefore, it would not be apparent to one of ordinary skill in art to use the 
apparatus teachings of Henley to obtain the invention of claims 1-36. Claims 1-36 are 
allowed. 

In light of the above discussion, it is evident as to why the present claims are 
patentable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, and to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William K Cheung whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1097. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM to 
2:00PM; 4:00PM to 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David WU can be reached on (571) 272-1 1 14. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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